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two cents a year for every sqnare metro tkat skall lie
beyond tbat extent.

tbreo days after tko assessment skall kavoboen exkib-ite- d

to tko public during eigbt days.lltk. - Mines and quarries skall bo considered as
19tb- .- If tbe appeal sbould bo well supnortod onlst. class lands, if tkey are being labored ; if tkey aro

not, tkey skall be rated as 3rd. class. faets, due rectiíication skall immedlately bo carried
12tb. Poor peasants wko own 2nd. and 3rd. class

lands, from one fourtk of a cuerda up to 25 cuerdas,skall pay no tax for tkem, if suck plots are appropriatedfor kitcken -- gardening, fruit - gardeuing and otker

out.

20tli. Tax payers wbo sbould not bo satisfied by
tbe decisión of tbe Municipal Couucil and of tko Com-
misions, may recnr to tbe Socrotary of Financo, witkin
eigkt days after tln decisión lias been notilied to tkoiu.

(c' 2nd class tobáceo lands aro loamy kigklauds
mixed witli clay and sand ;

(c") 3rd class tobáceo lands aro sandy lands
along the coast, and calcareous lands among the hills;

(d) lst class pasture lands are valleys, lagoons,
and glens, where grow "malojilla" and Guinea grass;

(dr) 3rd class pasture lands are tkose along tke
coast and limy liílls wliere grow only brusk, "rat-tail- ",

sweet grass,
(e) lst class minor produce lands are valley Tands;
(e') 2nd class minor produce lands are highlands;
(er) 3rd class minor jjroduce lands are sandy and

limy lands ;

(f) lst class forest lands are tíiose growiug vir-gi- n

forests wliose timber can supply building and ca-bin- et

woods, o. g " aceitillo", cedar, " capá", ausu-bo- ",

etc.
(P) 2nd class íorest lands are lands witb a rocky

and calcareous soil, growing only bushes available for
fuel ;

7. Taxes on lands wbose owners reside abroad,
will be increased by 50 per cent.

8. All ordinances or decrees coníiicting witb tbe

Land owners wko skould not bavd subinittod a swom
scbedule, bavo no rigbt to any appeal wbatbbver, as
a puniskment of tkeir negligence.

21st. - Appe 1, for redress of alleod wrongs, raí sed
against tko municipal Councils and Commissions, skall

nsaiways be previouly reterred to tho said corporatioifor informatiou, so tkat tbe Secretary of Financo kall
bo enabled to proceed in contornuty witb justico.

cultivations; but tax sball be levíed tbereon if tbe
Sub-comuiiss- ion of tbe quarter veriíies tkat tke said
plots are completely abandoned, and witbout any
tillage. vrr.

TUR COMMISSIONS.

lst Tke Municipal Councils skall appoint tke
Commissions and Sub-commissi- ons.

2nd. Tke Commissions of tke towus skall be
composed oí tbe Mayor, as tkeir President, and of six
individuáis, proprietors of rural estates ; two of wkom
skall be tbe representativo of lst. class .lands ; two, oí
2nd. class ; and tbe remaining two, of 3rd. class lands.

3rd. Tke Sub commissions of tbe quarters sball
be composed oí tbe Commissary, as President, and of
six personé representing tke tbree classes of land.

4tk. Tke Secretary of tke Municipal Council
skall be tke Secretary of tke Commission, witkout tke
rigkt to join wkitk tkeir voice ñor witk tkeir vote in
tke proceedings.

22nd. In doubtful cases ot appea1, tko Secretary
oí Financo may appoint a Commissioner wbo, after
a practical oxamination of tko soil, sball report, iu
order tbat a docision mav bo arrived at according to

provisions of tbis order are hereby revoked and ren--

justice. If tbe íault sbould be found to bo of tko
dered nuil and void.

By command of Major General Hexry :

FEAKK McINTYKE,
lst Lieutenant, 19 tk Iníantry,

Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

5.tk. All tkese ckarges are obligatory and erra--YI.
tuitous.

Gtk. Tke Commissions and Sub-commissi- ons

skall kold as many sessions as tkey may deem neces-sar- y

for perfecting tkeir classificatory labor.
7tb. Precedmg tbe assessment of tbe Territorial

tax, an investigatiou of tbe rural estates sball take
place in eacb quarter; every proprietor, manager,trusfée or lessee being required to submit a sworn
scbedule (planilla) or statement tkat skall be attestod
by tko Sub-commissi- ons.

8tk. In tkis sckedule tkere skall be set down :
tbo estáte according to tbe appointed model : tke par-
ticular ñame, if any, of tko rural property : tke muni
cipal district : quarter wkerein tko estato líos : área of
tke ground in cuerdas : classes of tko lands, wketker
lst. 2nd. or 3rd., and wkick of tkem aro unproductive
and sterilo : kow many cuerdas are appropriated for a

land-own- er, tbo latter sball pay tbo costs ofapprizu-men- t
: if tho party appollant sbould be rigbt, tbeso

sball be laid on tbo membors of tbo Commission or of
tbo Sub-commiss- ion wbo sbould bavo incurred tbo
liability. Tbe apprizer sball bave 4 dollars as a daily
salary, aud 50 dollars for travolling expenses tbitker
and tkeuco : kis investigatiou being bound not to
exceed eigbt days.

23rd. Tbeso appeais sball not interrupt tko
collection of taxes in any caso. If tko Secretary of
Finance sbould decido in bebalf of tbo appollant, tko
latter skall derivo a proper reduction.

2ttk. Tkree copies oí tko assessinent sball bo
made : ono tbat is to remaiu at tbo otfico of tko
Secretary of Finance, aud two tkat aro to be forwarded:
of tbeso two approved copies, ono is for tbo municipal
Depository, and tbe otber for tko offico of tbo Collector
oí Internal Revenuos.

25tk. Any Municipal Couucil tkat, tbrougk
negligence, skould omit roferring tko assessinent oí
tke Territorial Tax to tko Offico of Secretary of Financo
at tke appointed time, skall incur a lino of from 25 to
100 pesos ; aud all tke members of tbo said Corporation,
tbe Mayor inclusivo and foromost, aro jointly and
severally Hable for tbo assessed quarterly quota.

2Gtb. Tbo tax sball bo paid quarterly in advanco,
and tbo fiscal year sball begiu on July 1, aud end ou
Juno 30.

27tb. Tbis territorial tax is tbo solo and exclusivo
one tbat sball be imposed on land-owner- s. Ono balf
of it sball be in favor of tbe Central Treasury, and tbo
otber balf iu favor of tbo Municipality, eacb of theso
balves being paid rospoctively at tbo Ofüco oí tbo
Collectors of Internal Kevenuos, aud at tbo Doposi-tories- of

Municipal Councils.

28tb. Payment of tbo tax sball bo exacted from
tbe proprietor of tbo rural estato ; it tbo proprietor
sbould bo away from tbo island, tlio trustoe or tbo
lessee sball answer for tbe tax : it being uuderstood
tbat. at all times, tbo land answers to Public Financo

dennite cuitivation : the annuities, mortgages and all
sorts oí ciiarges that weigli upon tke rural property,
and its salo valué.

9tk. Fifteen days beforekand, tke Mayors skall
deliver, íree of cost, tke blank-scbedul- es to tke Sub-commisio- ns,

wkick are to distribute tbe same amone:
tke land-owner- s, tkeir trustees or tkeir lessees, in order
tüat tiiese may tul tuem agreeable to wkat ís provided,

j.1 i. ii. : i j i . i . .so iuííl uie saiu paper may reiurn unuersigneu to tne

RULES AND IiEMARKS.

lst. In general, river-plai- ns are rated in tkis
island as lst class ; tkose of less low meadows as 2nd
class ; and bigblauds as 3rd class ; but tkis involves
some exceptions, as tbere are ratker kigk meadows
tkat belong to tbe lst class for sugar-can-e and tobáceo,
and bottom-land- s on tbe banks of rivers, tbat, being
too low or too gravelly, are of tbe 2nd class for tbe
same cultivation?, from tkeir exposure to be overílow-ed- ,

or to drougbt induced by tbe gravelly tract. It
may serve as a guido for classifiers to rate also as lst
class tbe best and most productivo ones ; as 2nd class
tbose tbat are middling or less fruitful ; and as 3rd
class tbe worst or most inferior ones.

2nd. Tracts of land obtained by draining lagoons,
mangrove-marsbe- s, fens and swamps, sball enjoy
exemption from paying any tax during tbe first tbree
years, if tbey are appropriated for pasture ; during
tive years, it tbey are asssigned for sugar-can-e or
tobáceo ; and during eigkt years if tbey are applied
to coífee, cacao or cocoa plantations. Tke land-own- er

kas to prove, before tbe classifying Commision and
Sub-commisi- on, tbat be kas drained itkose lands ; and
tke documents attesting tko fact sball be fornied into
a record of proceedings, and be referred to tbe Secre-tar- y

of Fiuance.
3rd.-Voodla- nds in wbicb coffee iso planted for tbe

first time, sball pay no tax during tke first five years,
as coffee trees need tkat timo for tkeir íull developnient.

4tk. Tke owner of a country estáte wko skould
not kave any drinkable water in bis property, but
only rain-wat- er collected in plashes, if be builds
kencefortk a good artesian well, and jus tifies, before
"tbe classifying Commisions, to kave spent in it more
tkan two kundred pesos, skall be remitted 10 per
cent of tbe tax laid. If be sbould employ over 500
lesos, tbe rebate sball aiuoimt to 20 per cent.

5tb. Lands covered witb water and yet to be
drained, sball pay for tbe first year only one cent per
cuerda , tko second year, two cents : tke tkird year,
five cents ; tko fourtk year, ten cents : tke fiftk year,
twenty cents : and tkis tax tkey skall continué
to pay, even tkougk tkey skould produce notking, as a
puniskment oí tkeir owners' negligence.

Gtk. Proprietors of sandy coast lands wko skould
kencefortk justify before tbe classifying Commission
to bave sown over ten tbousand cocoa-tre- es in tbeir
estates, sball bave tbe cuerdas of land appropriated
for cocoa-plantati- on free of tax during six years.

7tb. Virgin forest lands, rated lst class on account

10tk. Tke term for rendering tko sworn state--
ments or schedules skall be tkat of ten days.

lltb. Land-own- ers wko skould not present tkeir
sckedules kave no rigkt to any reclamation wkatover,
and Sub-commissi- ons sball dispatck tke said sckedules
for tkem officially : tke Mayor tkereupon fining tke
transgressors six dollars, in tavor oí tko Central and
tke Municipal Treasunes, one kalf of tke fine for eack
of tkese. As regards land-owne- rs wko skould not
know kow to read and write, tke Secretaries of tke
Commisions are obliged to fill up tbe scbedules for
tbem, eack concerned party furniskinp: tke data, and
putting instead ot kis signature tkat of a person wko

and to tbe Municipality for tbo tax; tbo collection Ofskould sign at kis request.
12 tk. Skould landowners not state tke trutk in

tkeir sckedules, and tke Sub-commissi- ons verify tbat
it bas not been tbrougk involuntary error of tke

ed on any account.

29tb. Individual members of Municipal councilt
sball bo joiuíly and severa lly respousiblo for tbe
ainountoftbo frústrate quot as, w lioso failuro sbould
bo imputable to errors, duplicity or inexcusable
mistakes, or if, tbrougb malico or uogloct, tbey sbould
bave included persons notoriously iusolvent iu tko
assessment.

declarer, tke Mayor skall impose on kim a ten
dollars fine, for tke same twofold appropriation as
tkose of tke preceding article.

13tk. Tke Sub-commiss- ions of tbe quarters sball
band over to tbo town-Commisio- ns tbo scbedules filed,
and numbered after tbe alpkabetical order of tbe sur-name- s.

14tb. It skall be tbe dutv of tko Commissions
of tbe quality of tbeir timber, if tbere be no by-roa- ds and Sub-commisi- ons to elucidato doubtful cases for 30tb. Tax-paye- rs wbo, by causo ol hurncanes,

land-owner- s, in karmony wick tke data wbitb tbis i íloods, or otker oxtraordinary calamities, sbould bavo
liand-bonl- c nífords. i sufterod c nsiderable damago n tbeir estates, may

ofvicinage near, íorconveying tkat timber, consequently
nrovintr improductivo, by reason of tke said lack
of roads, skall, as long as tke latter skould not exist,
pay only five cents per cuerda as a yearly tax. Tkis
taxatiou will serve as a goad, for setting apart some
portion of tkem, notwitkstandiug tke obtainment of
building and cabinet woods, for coffee-plantati- ons and
otber tillares.

8tb. Xaturally sterilo lands, as calcareous cliffs,
stonv bilis, pebbly banks, tracts ot sand and coast

15tb. -- Tke Commissions of tke towns sball wiud 'apply for tbo remissi nof somewbat of tbeir tax, wbiek

uptketaskof classification, so tkat in tko General 1 abatement sball be proportionato to tbo im)ortanco
Assessment justico and equity sball sbine, witbout of tbe los; previously submittmg a justmcutory record
detriment to tax-payer- s, and tbe Central Treasury, as . of proceedings, wborein sball apagar tbe intormatíon
well as tke Manieipality, escapiug defraudation. of tke respective CinmUs;on, Sub-conmii8- S on and

lGtb. After tbe proceedings of examiuation and Municipal Council ; wbereupon tbo Secretary ot

apprizement, tbe Commission sball deliver to tbe mu- - i Finance sball decide,
nicipal Councils tko declaratory sckedule3, duly assor--
ted and labeled, of tbe land-owner- s, and tbose officially í lst. --Mayors sball bo immedlately depen .'lurit on
filled up, along witb a list of tbo states and of tbeir tbo Office of tbe Secretary ot Linanee, inallmatters
proprietors. pertaiuiug to tbis s rvice, and tberefore, bosides Iming

17tk.Vken tke assessment of tke Territorial keld to follow tko directions wkick aro set dowu iti
Tax skall kave been ended, it skall be displayed to general terms in tbis baud-boo- k, tbey arn oblied to
tbe public for eigbt days. Tbese over, tbe Municipal comply witk wbatever orders m v b- - imparto l t them,
Council, jointly witk tke Commissions and Sub-- .

aud to fumisk tko Se retary ot Financo witb wk aiever
commissions, in a session extraordinary, skall adopt data, reports aud intormatíon ke may requiro ot tkem.

downs. and tbe like, witbout any profitable vegetation,
and unavailable íor productivo kusbandry, skall be
discarded from tbe territorialtax by tbe classifying
Commissions and Sub-coinmissio- ns,

9tb. Ilitfblands, solely applied to pasturiner,
skould tkev produce ckieíly dog-gra-ss, skall pay only
ten cents per cuerda: and it tkey are still infe
rior to tbese, five cents per cuerda.

lOtk. Lands adjoiuing villas and appropriated
for íJowergardens, parks, líirclien gardens, orekards,
and, in general, for tke gratification and ostentation
of tkeir owners, skall pay, in case tkat tkey skould
spread over more tkan one tkousand square metres,

resoiuuons on tno appeais presen tea üy tax-paye- rs.

18th. Tke appeais for tbo redress of grievauces
from tko taxes laid on rural estates, skall bo addressed ;

to tke President of tke Comnaisions, previously to tke
session extraordinary. Tke latter skall take place. .

San Juan, Puerto .Rico, Marck 4, 1809.

Cayetano Coll y Toite.

Secretary of Finaocc,


